




The consensus in  Prekindergarten-4: �We like 
starting our day with Hannah,� referring to �fth grader Hannah Brady 
who spends about thirty minutes with the group every morning.
 Sayre �fth graders take their Lower School duties very seriously. 
Whether raising the �ag, delivering younger students out of 
cars safely, or recycling discarded paper around campus, these 
youngsters provide a valuable service to the community. In turn 
they learn responsibility, dependability, and leadership skills.
Hannah is one of many �fth graders who impacts underclassmen 
with her sunny disposition and quality of friendship. The four-
year-old class shares these observations: �When I am sad, she 
helps me feel better,� says Anna Beth. �She colors with me; she 
helps us do hard puzzles,� Anna Kate and Liza remark. Madison 
notes, �She reminds me to do the right thing.�
 Candece Jeter, PK-4 teaching assistant, adds, �I once saw a quote which said, �I would thank 
you from the bottom of my heart, but for you my heart has no bottom.� This is how I feel about 
Hannah. She is such an amazing child!�

computinginspired leadership
We have seen her grow up 
� from a gangly youngster to a tall 
and exceptional athlete, a leader, a role 
model, a scholar, and a graceful young 
lady. Rebekah Hamblin was recently 
selected as a regional winner in the 
Forcht Group of Kentucky/Kentucky 
High School Athletic Association 
Sportsmanship Recognition Program. 
Girls varsity basketball coach Scott 
Sutton does not make a habit of 
recruiting Sayre seniors who have not 
participated in his sport throughout 
their high school years; however, 
Coach Sutton wanted Rebekah on his 
team because of her focus, dedication, 
and sense of fair play. She did not 
disappoint; she was a �rst-rate addition 
and exceptional contributor in a 
winning season. In addition to study 
and numerous extracurricular activities, 
Rebekah relishes time riding and caring 
for her horses.

by the book

AS technologY coordinator of the 
Lower School, Joan Skees ushers young, vibrant, and 

energetic   Lower 
School children 
into a  posit ive 
learning experience 
by supporting their 
teachers with the 
technology they use 
regularly to enhance 

and differentiate the curriculum.  �I enjoy assisting 
teachers in supplementing their classroom units 
through engaging uses of technology.� A common 
thread  wh ich  runs 
through the Lower School 
is developing respect 
for multiculturalism 
and diversity. Students 
study the lifestyle and 
contributions of cultures 
past and present, including 
those of Ancient China, 
Ancient Egypt, Native 
Americans, the Amazon 
Rainforest, Australia, and the periods of American 
slavery and the Civil Rights Movement.   By 
perusing interactive Internet sites, streaming 
video, and software, students can virtually visit 

and experience these 
cultures and their 
locales.  Students also 
learn to appreciate 
and preserve our 
environment from 
the i r  s tud ies  o f 

rainforests to close inspection of school recycling.
By interacting with software and Internet sites and 
through their own construction of materials, such 
as PowerPoint presentations, posters, and poems, 
students share information with and encourage 
empathetic concern and action from others.
This year classroom units included:
Grade 1: The Rainforest-its people, resources, 
 and preservation
Grade 2: Appreciation of Cultures: China and Egypt
Grade 3: Appreciation of Cultures: Australia and 
 Native Americans
Grade 4: The Path from Slavery to Civil Rights
Grade 5: Green Team Service Project and recycling

                    with a Human Touch

lessons learned – students helping fellow students

What does it feel like to be at  SaYre  School? That includes 
walking our campus, eating in our Buttery, attending our sports and �ne arts events 
as well as learning in a classroom.
 The Community Matters endeavor is encouraging all community members to read 
and re�ect on our school climate this summer.  Building Moral Communities, by 
Michael Schulman, Ph.D., will be read by faculty in all three divisions as well as staff 
in all departments, parents, and Board members. Blythe Jamieson, the leader of the 
effort, will work with division heads to include small group discussion time during 
pre-planning in August. As Schulman says in the book, �Increasingly, schools have 
been seeking ways to in�uence their students toward more moral choices, aspiring 
to help them lead more compassionate and principled lives during the school years 
and beyond.� 
 The goal of our discussion groups will be to re�ect on what we read and share our perceptions of how it applies to 
Sayre. How do we see ourselves building on these ideas of caring and compassion? The Community Matters endeavor 
strives to create Schulman�s vision of a community �in which all members feel respected and appreciated and in which 
all take responsibility for the school�s social climate.�
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